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In the Claims: 

For the convenience of the Examiner, a copy of all pending claims is set forth below. 



Please refer to the Appendix A for mark-ups reflectinj 



I changes to the claims. 




1 . (Amended) A computer-implemented process operable, when executing on a 
computer system, to manage a distributed workflow t< ) perform a set of predefined functions: 

the computer-implemented process operable, 
to store a set of predefined functions for a workflow/ that are to be performed at a plurality of 
distributed nodes; and 

the computer-implemented process operabfe, when executing on a computer system, 
to manage the workflow by automatically interacting with the workflow at each of the 
distributed nodes to perform the predefined functions. 



2. (Amended) A computer-impleniented process operable, when executing on a 
computer system, to manage a distributed workflow to iJe^form a! set of predefined functions: 

the computer-implemented process operable, Avhen executing on a computer system, 
to store a set of predefined functions for a workflow mmlare to be performed at a plurality of 
distributed nodes; 

the computer-implemented process ot>erable, when executing on a computer system, 
to manage the workflow by automatically/ interacting with the workflow at each of the 
distributed nodes to perform the predefined functions; and 

the set of predefined functions oper^i^le to 
enterprises. 




generate a workflow between a plurality of 



The process of Claim 1, wherein the set of predefined functions are operable 



to transmit data associated with operation 
a monitoring system. 



of the workflow at each of the distributed nodes to 



4. The process of Claim 1, wherein the set of predefined functions are operable 
to deploy the workflow to the distributed nodes. 




5. (Amended) A computer 
between a plurality of enterprises, the cohiputer 



implemented process for generating a collaboration 
implemented process operating at least in 
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part external to the enterprises, the computer-implepiented process operable, when executing 
on a computer system, to: 

receive at the computer system a preliminaiy collaboration from a first enterprise; 
automatically transmit the preliminary collaboration from the computer-implemented 
process at the computer system to a predefined second enterprise for review; 

receive at the computer system a respq/nse to the preliminary collaboration from the 
second enterprise; 

automatically transmit the response /of the second enterprise from the computer- 
implemented process at the computer system/ to the first enterprise for review; and 

receive at the computer system a response to the response of the second enterprise 
from the first enterprise, the responses of t^e first and second enterprises ultimately resulting 
in a final collaboration based on the preliminary collaboration and optimized for the first and 
second enterprises. 



7. The process of Cjlaim 
a modification of the preliminar 




6. The process of Cjlaim 5, yWherejn the response of the first enterprise comprises 
a comment on the preliminary ct>llaboration. 



S, whe/ein>6 response of the first enterprise comprises 
collaboration. 



10. (Amended) The process of Claim 5, further operable, when executing on a 
computer system, to; / 

receive at the computer /system an approval from each of the first and second 
enterprises for a collaboration based on the preliminary collaboration and reflecting the 



J. 



responses of the first and second' enterprises; 

subsequent to receiving at the computer system the approvals from the first and 
second enterprises, automatically transmit the collaboration from the computer-implemented 
process at the computer system to a predefined third enterprise for review; 

receive at the computer system a response to the collaboration from the third 
enterprise; 

automatically transrfiit the response of the third enterprise from the computer- 
implemented process at th^ computer system to the first and second enterprises for review; 
and 
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receive at the computer system responses to the response of the third enterprise from 
the first and second enterprises, the responses of tne first, second, and third enterprises 



ultimately resulting in a final collaboration based 
optimized for the first, second, and third enterprises. 



on the preliminary collaboration and 



11. The process of Claim 10, wherein 
comprises a comment on the collaboration. 

12. The process of Claim 10, whereir 
comprises a modification to the collaboration. 



the response of the third enterprise 



the response of the third enterprise 



15. A computer-implemented process for deploying a collaboration generated by a 
first enterprise to a plurality of other enterprises, the computer-implemented process 
operating at least in part external to the enterpmses, the computer-implemented process 
operable, when executing on a computer system, tol 

receive a final collaboration approved by first, seconcLa^ third enterprises; 

automatically transmit a predefined first p< rt of the collaboration from the computer- 
implemented process to a predefined second enter Drise for op^adon at the second enterprise; 
and 

automatically transmit a predefined se(|ond part of the collaboration from the 
computer-implemented process to a predefined 
enterprise. 



third enterprise for operation at the third 



16. The process of Claim 15, fiirther operable, when executing on a computer 
system, to: 

request an approval from the second entelrprise for operation of the first part of the 
collaboration at a node of the second enterprise; ai d 

request an approval from the third enterpiise for operation of the second part of the 
collaboration at a node of the third enterprise. 



17. The process of Claim 16, when 
operable to, in response to receiving the approval 
eotSEErise ofthea^rovaL — — — _ 



executing on a computer system, fiirther 
Tom the second enterprise, notify the third 



DALO 1:703630 



020431.0463 



5 



09/156,334 



18. The process of Claim [16, when executing on a computer system, further 
operable to, in response to receiving [the approvals from the second and third enterprises, 
transmit a signal to the second and thiip enterprises to operate the first and second parts of the 
collaboration, respectively. 



19. The process of Claim 16, when executing on a computer system, further 



operable to, in response to recei 
enterprises to which any part of the 
the enterprises to which any part 



ing approvals to operate the collaboration from all 
Collaboration was transmitted, transmit a signal to all of 
of the collaboration was transmitted to operate the 



corresponding transmitted parts of th i collaboration 




20. (Amended) A compAter-impl^ented process for monitoring a collaboration 
across a plurality of enterprises, the/computer-impiemented process operating at least in part 
extemal to the enterprises, the cornputer-irhpl^ented process operable, when executing on a 
computer system, to: 

receive at the computer system a first pre^fined set of data associated with operation 
of a first portion of the collaboration at a mst node of a first enterprise, the first set of data 
having been collected in respoi/se to an automatic query of the first node for the first set of 
data; 

automatically transmit fthe first set of data from the computer-implemented process at 
the computer system to a momtoring system in response to the querying of the first node; 

receive at the computer system a second predefined set of data associated with 
operation of a second portion of the collaboration at a second node of a second enterprise, the 
second set of data having been collected in response to an automatic query of the second node 
for the second set of data; aiid 

automatically transn lit the second set of data from the computer- implemented process 
at the computer system to the monitoring system in response to the querying of the second 
node. 



48. A system fo : generating a collaboration between a plurality of enterprises, the 
system operating at least! in part extemal to the plurality of enterprises, the computer- 
implemented process comprising: 
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means for receiving ag)reliminary collaboration from a first enterprise; 

means for automatically transmitting the preliminary collaboration to a predefined 
second enterprise for rev^w; 

means for receiving a response to the preliminary collaboration from the second 
enterprise; / / ' . 

means for ^tomatically transmitting the^esponse of the second enterprise to the first 
enterprise for review; and / 

means/ior receiving a response to the response of the second enterprise from the first 
enterprise, tne responses of the first and second enterprises ultimately resulting in a final 
coUaboratifiJn based on the preliminary collaboration and optimized for the first and second 
enterprisels. 
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